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gotiations, concluded a treaty of "eternal" peace, Poland agreed to
the cession of Kiev and a small adjacent territory to Bussia, while
Bussia undertook to begin war immediately against the Crimean khan,
a vassal of the Turkish sultan. Turkey blockaded Bussia on the Black
Sea. The Crimean Tatars continued to make inroads on southern Bus-
sian, lands.

The first Crimean campaign by a Russian army in 1687 under Prince
V. V. Golitsyn, ended in complete failure. The army could not cross
the southern steppe, which the Tatars had set on fire, and was forced
to turn back. In the early spring of 1689 Prince Golitsyn returned with
a stronger army, which this time overcame the difficulties of the march
across the steppes and reached the Tatar fortress of Perekop, erected
at the narrowest point of the isthmus. Golitsyn, however, hesitated
to take this fortress by storm and after a brief siege he ordered a retreat.
The Tatars harassed the retiring Bussian troops.

The failure of the Crimean campaigns greatly weakened the po-
sition of Sophia's government. The nobles openly murmured against
the difficulties caused by the war and the senseless losses. Meanwhile
Peter's adherents were growing in number.

Peter's Youth. During Sophia's regency Peter lived with hismother
and their retinue in the suburban palaces, for the most part in the vil-
lage of Preobrazhenskoye. Although Peter still retained his title of
tsar, he had no power whatever. In the shady groves surrounding the
village of Preobrazhenskoye; Peter spent the days playing soldiers
with his playmates. They built small earthen fortifications and prac-
tised taking them by assault. Several years later Peter formed his com-
panions into two "sham" regiments, which came to be called the Preo-
brazhensky and Semyonovsky regiments, after the names of the two
villages.

Once Peter found a foreign sailboat among some of his grand-
father's old possessions in the village of Izmailovo. A resident of
the foreign settlement in Moscow named Brant, who had once served
in the navy, taught Peter to sail this boat, first on the narrow Yauzia
Biver (near Moscow) and then on, the Izmailovo pond. The pond not
providing sufficient cruising room Peter obtained his mother's consent
to sail his boat on the big lake at Pereyaslavl.

At first Sophia was delighted that Peter occupied himself with
military games, for they kept his attention from palace affairs. But
the years passed; Peter and his "sham" soldiers were growing up;
Peter had already reached the age of seventeen. The two regiments
5f his childish games trained along European lines became the best
In Moscow. Sophia realized the danger that was brewing and
prepared for a palace coup. She officially called herself "absolute
uler" and secretly received and feasted the Streltsi in her palace
'.ith the object of winning their support. Belations between: